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PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS  OF  THE  AUTHORITY  ETC. 


(a)  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH. 


C.L.  Broomhead,  M.D.  ,B.Ch.  ,D.  P.H. 


also  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  Boroughs 
of  Caine,  Chippenham,  and  the  Rural  Districts  of 
Caine  &  Chippenham  and  Malmesbury. 


( b )  SANITARY  INSPECTOR. 


E.H.  Holroyd,  Cert.  R.S.  I., 

Meat  and  Pood  Inspector1  s  Cert. 

who  combines  the  duties  with  that  of  Borough 
Surveyor. 

(c)  PUBLIC  HEALTH  COMMITTEES. 


The  General  Purposes  Committee  of  the  Council  deals 
with  all  matters  pertaining  t#  Public  Health. 


I 


f  a  * 


*■ 


TO:- 
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The  Mayor,  Aldermen  &  Councillors, 
Malmesbury  Borough  Council . 


Mr.  Mayor  &  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report 
for  the  year  ended  31st.  December,  1955. 

Vital  Statistics  and  the  incidence  of  Infectious 
Disease,  with  comments  thereon,  will  be  found  in  subsequent 
pages  of  this  report. 

The  health  of  the  community  has  been  satisfactory 
during  the  year.  There  was  little  infectious  disease  and 
no  cases  of  Infantile  Paralysis  or  food  poisoning  were 
notified. 


The  following  notes  on  general  health  with  present 
tendencies  will  be  of  interest  to  the  Council. 

The  principal  causes  of  adult  mortality  are  vascular 
lesions  of  the  nervous  system,  coronary  disease  and  cancer. 
Lung  cancer,  especially  in  the  male,  has  occasioned  much 
investigation  and  comment  in  both  the  medical  and  national 
press. 


The  death  rate  of  infants  under  one  year  has  been 
nearly  halved  in  less  than  20  years.  Further  reduction  will 
require  intensive  investigation  into  the  causes  of  prematurity 
and  congenital  malformations. 

The  population  is  growing  more  elderly, due  principally 
to  the  increase  in  the  proportion  of  those  aged  65  years  and 
over.  Elderly  women  are  substantially  more  numerous  than  men. 

Immunisation  against  the  major  infectious  diseases 
still  requires  emphasis.  The  Minister  of  Health,  in  his 
report  for  the  year  1954  states  that  only  34.5%  of  live 
births  are  vaccinated  against  Smallpox.  Modem  technique  in 
the  control  of  smallpox  relies  on  early  diagnosis  and  isolation, 
combined  with  vaccination  of  all  persons  known  to  be  contacts. 
Present  day  air  travel  brings  the  population  into  close 
temporal  relationship  with  parts  of  the  world  in  which  smallpox 
is  still  endemic.  For  adequate  protection  of  che  population, 
at  least  75%  of  infants  should  be  vaccinated. 

The  decreasing  incidence  and  low  mortality  of 
Diphtheria  should  not  be  viewed  with  complacency.  The  only 
safeguard  against  a  return  of  Diphtheria  is  the  maintenance 
of  a  high  level  of  immunisat ion. 

The  severity  of  measles  has  declined  in  recent  years. 
The  early  infectiousness  makes  application  of  preventive 
measures  practically  useless.  The  complications  of  measles 
may  be  dangerous,  especially  in  early  life. 

Although  the  number  of  notified  cases  of  Bacillary 
Dysentery  tends  to  increase  in  England  &  Wales,  the  severity 
of  the  disease  is  fortunately  not  great.  Infection  is  rarely 
conveyed  by  food,  direct  or  indirect  personal  contact  is 
mainly  responsible.  Three  quarters  of  notifications  relate 
to  children  under  15  years  of  age;  those  of  4  years  and  under 
are  especially  liable  to  infection.  Like  other  corrmuni cable 
infections  of  the  intestinal  tract,  Dysentery  has  an  under¬ 
ground  organisation  of  symtomless  OX  creters  only  discovered 
during  the  bacteriological  investigation  of  an  outbreak. 
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Prevention  is  simple,  cleanliness  of  "body  and  clothing 
scrupulous  personal  hygiene  and  above  all  washing  of  hands 
after  a  visit  to  the  toilet. 

The  made  up  meat  dish  is  the  principal  cause  of 
food  poisoning,  due  to  the  usual  lapse  of  time  between  its 
preparation  and  eventual  consumption.  Prompt  attention  to 
minor  injuries  and  infections  on  the  hands  of  food  handlers 
and  strict  attention  to  their  cleanliness  will  prevent  most 
outbreaks . 


During  the  last  six  years,  the  mortality  from 
Tuberculosis  has  fallen  by  64%;  nevertheless  the  decline 
in  the  number  of  notifications  of  respiratory  tuberculosis 
has  not  been  so  great.  Tuberculosis  is  still  a  serious 
problem,  as  more  cases  come  to  be  known  and  more  patients, 
due  to  improved  methods  of  treatment,  survive  to  constitute 
a  reservoir  and  a  source  of  infection. 

Whooping  Gough  principally  affects  children  under 
school  age  when  it  can  be  a  dangerous  disease.  G-irls  are 
more  commonly  affected  than  boys. 

Immunisation  against  Poliomyelitis  has  commenced 
during  the  preparation  of  this  report  and  it  is  hoped  that 
this  preventive  measure  will  become  a  regular  feature  in 
future . 


There  is  a  tendency  for  accidents  in  the  home  to 
increase.  Most  fatal  domestic  accidents  occur  at  the  two 
extremes  of  life;  73%  are  at  ages  63  and  over. 

Statistics  supplied  by  the  National  Blood  Transfusion 
Service  confirm  that  one  Public  Session,  at  which  63  donors 
attended,  was  held  in  Malmesbury  during  1955.  During  the 
year,  the  use  of  blood  increased  by  2000  in  S.W.  England. 

Recent  work  on  the  treatment  of  severe  post-partum  haemorrhage  . 
by  massive  transfusion  is  likely  to  call  for  further  increases. 
The  public  can  be  assured  that  giving  of  blood  has  no  ill-effect 
on  any  normally  healthy  person. 

The  positive  good  health  enjoyed  byl the  population 
nowadays  is  taken  for  granted,  and  it  is  not  sufficiently 
realised  that  this  is  in  part  due  to  the  health  legislation 
of  the  last  hundred  years.  During  this  period  the  population 
has  almost  doubled  and  the  more  serious  infectious  diseases 
have  become  practically  non  existent.  Nevertheless  it  should 
be  appreciated  that  a  healthy  environment  for  all  classes  of 
the  community  can  only  be  maintained  and  improved  by  constant 
vigilance . 


I  am  grateful  to  Mr.  Holroyd  and  the  Staff  of  the 
Council  for  their  assistance  in  the  preparation  of  this  report 
and  their  co-operation  during  the  year. 


I  am. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


C.Lc  BROOMHEAD. 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2017  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 


https://archive.org/details/b29782855 
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GENERAL  STATISTICS. 

Area  (  in  acres) . 202 

Population  . 2,450 

No.  of  inhabited  houses  at  end  of  1955  (according 
to  the  Rate  Book) . .  ,  ,  #  t°t  839 

Rateable  Value  as  at  31st.  December,  1955  .  .  .  .£14,226, 

Sum  represented  by  a  Penny  Rate  .£57. 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 


LIVE  BIRTHS. 


BIRTHS 

MALE 

FEMALE 

TOTAL 

Legitimate 

16 

17 

33 

Illegitimate 

1 

— 

1 

Total  Live  Births 

17 

17 

34 

Birth  Rate  for  the  Borough  .••••••••••.  .13*8  per  1000 

of  the  popul- 

Oomparative  Rate  for  England  &  Wales  .......  .ation. 

15.0  per  1000 
of  the  popul¬ 
ation. 


Although  the  Birth  Rate  is  lower  than  the  rate 

expressed  for  England  &  Wales,  it  is  higher  by  comparison 

with  the  Borough  Rate  for  1954  which  was  9* 2. per  1000 
/ 

STILL  BIRTHS. 


No  still  births  were  recorded  during  1955. 
INFANT  MORTALITY. 


Only  one  death  of  an  infant,  which  occurred  during 
the  first  four  weeks  of  life,  was  recorded  during  1955. 
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DEATHS. 


Male  Female  T  otal» 

13  20  33 

Death  Pate  for  the  Borough  *  *  . . 13.4  per  1000 


of  the  population 

Comparative  Rate  for  England  &  Wales  . 11*7  per  1000 

of  the  population 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 


Male  Female 


Tuberculosis,  Respiratory 
Tuberculosis, Other 
Syphilitic  Disease 
Diphtheria 
Whooping  Cough 
Meningococcal  Infections 
Ac.  Poliomyelitis 
Measles 

Other  Infective  and  parasitic  dis. 
Malignant  Neoplasm  stomach 

"  "  Lung, Bronchus 

,f  "  Breast 

”  ”  Uterus 

Other  Malignant  and  Lymphatic 

neoplasms. 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 
D iabetes 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 
Coronary  Disease  Angina0 
Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease 
Other  heart  disease 
Other  Circulatory  diseas® 

Influenza 

Bronchitis 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system* 

Ulcer  of  stomach  &  duodenum 

G-astritus  enteritis,  diarrhoea 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

Pregnancy, childbirth, abortion 

Congenital  malformations 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  dis. 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents 

All  other  accidents 

Suicide 

Homicide  &  operations  of  war0 
Pneumonia . 

TOTAL  ALL  CAUSES. 


1 


1 


1 


3 

1 

1 


1 

3 

mm 

1 


13 


1 


2 

3 

1 

4 

1 

2 
1 


2 


3 

20 


Total 


1 


1 

1 

1 


5 

3 

1 

5 

2 
2 

1 


1 

5 

1 

3 

33 


The  Death  Rate  for  the  Borough  is  lower  this  year 
as  compared  with  the  rate  expressed  for  1934  which  was  15.0 
per  1000  of  the  population. 


; 


PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 


The  following  table  shows  the  Infectious  Diseases 
notified  during  1955  as  compared  with  1949»1950» 1951*1952 
1953  and  1954® 


1949  1950  1951  1952  1953  1954  1955 

ababababababab 

DISEASE. 


Scarlet  Fever  1  1  -  -  14  13  4  4  1  1  -  -  -  - 

Whooping  Cough  1  1  9  9  -  -  13  13  -  -  27  27  12  12 

Diphtheria  ----------i--- 

Measles  5  5  34  34  13  13  59  59  10  10  -  -  20  20 

Ac.  Poliomyelitis 

(Paralytic)  -~~--~--22-~~- 

Ac.  Poliomyelitis 
(Non -Paralytic) 

Dysentery  --------------- 


Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  -------------- 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  -------------- 

Smallpox  -------------- 

Paratyphoid  Fever  -------------- 

Typhoid  -------------- 

Food  Poisoning  -------------- 

Erysipelas  --11---------- 

Pneumonia*  44--S2-  —  -  -4411 


TOTALS: - 


11  ll  44  44  29  28  76  76  15  15  52  31  33  53 


Apart  from  a  minor  outbreak  of  Measles  during  May 
and  the  early  part  of  June,  the  Borough  was  particular  free 
of  Notifiable  Infectious  Disease  during  the  year. 

It  is  gratifying  to  note  that  not  a  single  case  of 
Infantile  Paralysis,  Diphtheria  or  Food  Poisoning  was  notified 
during  1955® 

"a"  =  Numbers  originally  notified 
nbu  =  Numbers  after-  correction. 


NOTE:,- 


TUBERCULOSIS. 
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New  cases  of  Tuberculosis  notified  and  confirmed 
by  the  County  Ghost  Physician  during  the  yoar  with  comparative 
figures  for  the  previous  years  since  1948  are  shown  below:  - 


NEW  CASES  DURING 


YEAR 


PULMONARY  NON -PULMONARY  TOTAL 


1948 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

1955 


1 

1 

7 

1 

9 

2 

2 


1 


1 

1 

1 


1 

7 

1 

10 

3 

3 


In  addition  to  the  now  cases  notified  each  yoar,  a 
certain  proportion  of  tuberculous  individuals  either  move 
into  the  Borough,  or  move  outo  Remaining  on  the  Register 
of  Tuberculous  Persons  at  the  end  of  1955  were  the  following 
cases: - 


Male 

Female 

Total 

Pulmonary 

13 

14 

27 

N  on -Pulmonary 

1 

1 

2 

Total 

14 

15 

29 

The  National  Assistamce  Act,  1948 


Sec.  47.  Removal  to  suitable  premises  of  persons  in  need  of 


care  and  attention, 


It  was  not  found  necessary  during  the  year  to  take 
statutory  action  under  this  Act, 


Diphtheria  Immunisation » 

The  following  children  received  primary 
during  1955°- 

Under  1  year  Ages  1-4  Ages  5-14 
27  ^  23  12 


immunisations 


TOTAL 


Total  immunised  chi Id  population  as  at  31.12.55 


Ages  0-4  Ages  5-14  Total 

157  '  "512  TW 


Vaccination. 

The  following  children  were  vaccinated  during  1955 


Under  1  year 

24 


Age s  _l-4  Ages  5-14 
-  3 


Ages  15  or  over 

3 


Total:  30 


legislation 
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During  1955  the  following  were  issued  "by  the 
various  Ministries  of  the  Central  Government.  The  most 
important  being  the  Pood  &  Drugs  Act,  1955  and  the  Food 
Hygiene  Regulations,  1955.  The  latter  was  laid  before 
Parliament  on  the  21st.  December,  1955  and  came  into 
operation  on  the  1st.  January,  1956. 


The  Slaughter  of  Animals  (Prevention  of  Cruelty) (Amendment ) 

Regulations,  1955. 

The  Milk( Special  Designations)  (Specified  Areas)  (No. 2) 

Order,  1955. 

The  Transfer  of  Functions  (Food  &  Drugs)  Order,  1955. 

The  Food  &  Drugs  Act,  1955- 

The  Food  Hygiene  Regulations,  1955. 

The  Food  Hygiene  Regulations,  1955  replace  Sec. 

13  of  the  Food  &  Drugs  Act,  1936  and  add  a  number  of  new 
provisions  in  respect  of  the  hygienic  handling  of  food  and 
the  construction  and  maintenance  of  premises,  stalls, vehicles 
etc.  where  food  is  handled. 

The  regulations  lay  down  requirements  regarding 
the  cleanliness  of  food  premises  and  stalls  etc.  and  of 
apparatus  and  equipment;  the  hygienic  handling  of  food,  the 
cleanliness  of  persons  engaged  in  the  handling  of  food  and 
of  their  clothing. 

Persons  suffering  from  or  being  carriers  of  certain 
infections  will  receive  special  supervision  from  the  Public 
Health  Department. 

The  administrayion  of  this  particular  legislation 
will  entail  increased  sanitary  supervision. 


I  am  grateful  to  Mr.  Holroyd  for  the  following  information 
concerning  Water  Supplies,  Drainage  and  Sewerage,  and 
statistics  as  required  by  the  Factories  Acts,  1937  and  1948. 


WATER  SUPPLIES. 

The  Borough  obtains  water  supplies  from  two  sources,  one, 
a  borehole  153  feet  deep  at  Park  Road,  and  the  other,  a 
shallow  well,  fed  by  three  springs,  at  Holloway.  At  the 
beginning  of  April  the  Council’s  scheme  for  the  improvement 
of  the  water  supply  was  completed,  and  handed  over  by  the 
Contractors.  A  new  pump  house  was  constructed  at  Park  Road, 
housing  electrically  driven  centrifugal  pumps  in  duplicate, 
capable  of  delivering  9?500  gallons  per  hour,  and  a  new 
chlorine  gas  chlorination  plant  was  installed.  A  new 
reinforced  concrete  water  tower  receives  the  water  through 
a  new  6  inch  rising  main.  The  tank  on  top  of  the  tower 
is  divided  into  two  compartments,  one  containing  200,000 
gallons  for  use  in  the  Borough,  and  the  other  containing 
100,000  gallons  for  use  by  the  Malmesbury  Rural  District 
Council.  Certain  lengths  of  the  mains  through  the  town  were 
also  renewed. 

All  water  is  now  supplied  from  the  borehole  in  Park  Road, 
and  the  source  at  Holloway  will  only  be  used  in  an  emergency. 

-The  average  daily  quantity  of  water  pumped  for  use  in 
the  Borough  during  1955  was  117,000  gallons,  giving  4 6 
gallons  per  day  per  head  of  population  estimated  at  2,550* 

In  addition  an  average  of  /\2 ,000  gallons  per  day  was  supplied 
in  bulk  to  the  Malmesbury  Rural  District  Council.  The  two 
sources  have  given  a  satisfactory  supply,  as  regards  both 
quantity  and  quality. 


Frequent 

bacteriological  and  chemical  examinations  of  the  'water  are 
made.  The  water  in  supply  is  chlorinated  at  the  source. 


DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 


The  whole  of  the  Borough  is  served  by  an  obsolete 
system  of  sewers,  which  discharge,  through  small  catchpits, 
into  the  river.  There  are  no  works  for  the  treatment  and 
disposal  of  the  sewage,  and  pollution  of  the  River  Avon 
occurs. 

As  reported  last  year,  the  Ministry  suggested  the 
1st.  April,  1956  as  a  starting  date  for  the  Council’s  new 
Sewerage  Scheme,  but  in  view  of  the  Government’s  recent 
decision  to  restrict  capital  expenditure  it  is  doubtful 
if  the  scheme  will  be  started  by  that  date. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 


FOR  THE  MEAR  ENDING-  31st,  DECEMBER,  1955. 


To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors 
of  the  Borough  of  Malmesbury: 

G-entlemen: 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  ninth  Annual 
Report,  covering  the  work  carried  out  in  the  Public  Health 
Department  during  the  year  1955* 

The  tables  and  statistics  are  set  out  in  accordance 
with  Ministry  of  Health  Circular  as  amended  by 

Circular  17/55* 

I  should,  like  again  to  express  my  thanks  to  the 
Chairman  and  M embers  of  the  Public  Health  Committee  for 
their  help  during  the  year. 


I  am,  G-entlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 
Ee  H.  Holroyd. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 


Meat. 


There  is  one  slaughterhouse  in  the  Borough,  in 
which  killing  takes  place  on  slx  days,  including  Sundays, 
in  each  week,  and  one  hundred  per  cent  inspection  of  all 
animals  killed  has  been  maintained  throughout  the  year. 

This  has  been  possible  through  the  co-operation  of  the 
local  Vetei inary  Surgeon,  who  has  carried  out  the  inspection 
when  I  have  been  away. 

The  killing  of  pigs  continues  at  the  Bacon  Factory. 

The  table  overleaf  gives  details  of  animals  killed  and 
inspected,  together  with  numbers  of  animals  affected  by 
disease,  and  includes  pigs  killed  at  the  Bacon  Factory. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD  (Cont'cl. ) 

Carcases  and  offal  inspected  and  condemned  in  whole  or  In  part 


"■*  - 

Cattle 
excl . 
cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

& 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed 

2,019 

479 

258 

2,827 

7,384 

Number  inspected 

2,019 

479 

258 

2,827 

7,384 

All  diseases  except  Tuberculosis  & 

Cysticerci. 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

3 

2 

3 

2 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

'  I89 

65 

144 

38 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 
affected  with  disease  other  than 
tuberculosis 

12.3# 

13.6ft 

5 -if 

o.5f 

Tuberculosis  only. 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

2 

8 

5 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

92 

71 

168 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 
affected  with  tuberculosis 

6.1  i° 

14. 8 f 

2.3# 

Cysticercosis 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  cr 
organ  was  condemned 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Carcases  submitted  to  treatment 
by  refrigeration 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

G-eneralised  &  totally  condemned 

Nil 

_ 

Nil 

Nil 

i 

- - - 

Nil 

Nil 

4. - 

Total  weight  of  meat  &  offal  condemned:  10  tons,  7  cwts,  1  qr,  l8|lbs. 

i 

Food  Premises  | 

t 

The  numbers  of  food  premises  in  the  Borough,  by  type 
of  business  are  given  below:  I 


G-rocers 

Greengrocers 

Butchers 


6 

3 

5 


t 

\ 

i 

i 

t 


Small  G-eneral  Shops  13 


Sweetshops 


5 


Wet  fish  shops 


2 


Fried  fish  shops  2 

Cake  shops  3 

Cafes  4 

Hotels  serving  meals  to  5 

non-residents 


■ 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD  (Cont'd.  ) 

Food  Premises  (Cont'd.) 


Inspections  were  made  of  most  food  shops  during 
the  year,  and  the  standard  of  cleanliness,  as  regards  both 
the  premises  and  the  handling  of  food,  is  satisfactory. 

The  five  butchers1  shops  are  all  registered  under 
Section  14  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  for  the 
manufacture  and  sale  of  sausages,  and  all  premises  are  in 
a  satisfactory  condition.  In  addition  there  are  two 
other  premises  registered  under  section  14  tor  the 
preparation  and  sale  of  chitterlings  and  faggots. 

There  are  18  shops  selling  ice  cream,  all  of  which 
are  registered  under  Section  14?  of  the  Food  and  Drugs 
Act,  1938?  and  from  all  of  which  pre~wrapped  ice  cream, 
stored  at  a  regu3.ar  temperature  by  refrigeration,  is  sold. 

Milk. 


There  is  one  milk  producer  and  three  milk  retailers 
in  the  Borough.  Two  of  the  dairies  are  in  the  Borough, 
whilst  the  other  is  in  the  ad joining  Rural  District.  The 
two  local  retailers  are  registered  under  the  Milk  and 
Dairies  Regulations,  1949  for  the  sale  of  Tuberculin  Tested 
milk.  There  are  no  paseurisation  plants  and  no  producers 
of  Tuberculin  Tested  milk  in  the  Borough, 

Bakehouses. 

There  are  no  bakehouses  in  the  Borough,  and  all  the 
bread  distributed  is  baked  outside  the  Borough. 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938 . 

During  the  year  the  undermentioned  foodstuffs  were 
found  to  be  unfit  for  human  consumption,  and  surrender 
notes  were  issued  accordingly.  Diseased  meat  and  offal 
from  the  slaughterhouse  is  stained  and  disposed  of  for 
processing,  or  for  consumption  at  kennels;  diseased  meat 
and  offal  from  the  Bacon  Factory  is  burnt  in  the  factory 
boiler,  and  other  condemned  foodstuffs  are  collected  and 


buried  at 

the  refuse 

tip. 

Foo< 

5  stuff 

Weight 

Tinned 

peas 

4 

lbs. 

n 

fruit 

3 

if 

H 

moat 

10 

a 

tomatoes 

9 

11 

Fish 

77 

ti 

Beef 

215 

11 

Total 

weight  sur: 

rendered:  2  cwts. 

3  qrs.  10  lbs 

REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL, 

Refuse  is  collected  twice  weekly,  and  tipped  at  a  site 
about  half  a  mile  from  the  town.  Periodic  treatment  for 
rats  and  other  pests  is  carried  out.  This  tip  is  now 
practically  filled,  and  tipping  will  shortly  be  commenced 
on  a  new  site  along  the  Common  Road. 

Salvaged  paper  and  cardboard  are  collected  with  the 
refuse,  and  a  special  collection  is  made  twice  monthly  from 
business  premises.  During  the  year  a  total  of  29  tons  12 
cwts.  was  collected,  realising  £152,  6.  0.  This  shows  an 
increase  over  the  previous  year,  due  to  an  increase  in  the 
tonnage  collected  and  an  increase  in  the  price  received. 


SHOPS  ACT,  1%Q. 


The  conditions  of  employees  in  shops  under  the 
provisions  of  the  Shops  Acts  are  generally  satisfactory, 
and  no  serious  breaches  of  the  Act  were  found. 


HOUSING. 

Fourteen  non—traditional  houses  on  the  Corn  G-astons 
site  were  completed  during  the  year,  and  this  site  is  now 
filled.  Five  bungalows  on  the  Hobbes’  Close  site  were 
also  completed,  and  let  to  elderly  and  infirm  people. 
Negotiations  are  in  progress  for  the  acquisition  of 
another  site  behind  the  Corn  G-astons. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  51  applicants 
on  the  waiting  list  for  houses,  who  were  either  living 
or  working  in  the  Borough. 

In  accordance  with  the  recommendations  in  Paragraph 
4  of  Ministry  of  Health  Circular  17/55?  statistics 
relative  to  the  demolition,  closing  and  repair  of  houses 
need  no  longer  be  given  in  Annual  Reports,  as  this 
information  is  now  submitted  to  the  Ministry  at  the  end 
of  each  quarter.  The  following  details  show  the  position 
with  regard  to  overcrowding  at  the  end  of  the  year: 

Housing  Act,  1936  -  Part  IV  -  Overcrowding. 

(a  )d)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  end  of  year  2 

(2)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  2 

(3)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  9 

(b)  Number  of  new  ca.se s  of  overcrowding  reported 

during  the  year  1 

(c) (1)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during 

the  year  7 

(2)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  26 

(d)  Particulars  of  any  case  in  which  dwelling  houses 

have  again  become  overcrowded  after  the  Local  Authority 
have  taken  steps  for  the  abatement  of  overcrowding  Nil 


SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

Visits  and  inspections  made  during  1955 

Investigation  of  complaints. .  21 

Food  premises .  22 

Fish  shops .  4 

Ice  cream  premises .  21 

Butchers’  shops .  9 

Restaurants. .  7 

Dairies  and  Milkshops .  6 

Shops  under  the  Shops  Acts .  9 

Infectious  disease  enquiries .  5 

Factories .  3^ 

Slaughterhouse .  Jol 

Bacon  Factory .  99 

Applicants  for  Council  houses  .  53 

New  drainage  work .  lb 

Rat  infestations .  7 

Moveable  dwellings .  2 

Preliminary  Housing  Survey .  19& 


SAKITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  DISTRICT  (Cont'd. ) 


Statement  of  nuisances  recorded  and  abated  during  1955* 

Mature  of  Complaint 


Choked  drains 
Defective  drains 

"  water  closets 

11  roofs 

11  gutters  &  rainwater  pipes 

11  floors 

11  walls 

n  ceilings 

11  windows 

Dirty  rooms 

Insanitary  accummulations 
Nuisance  from  animals 
Miscellaneous 


No. during 

No.  abated 

No. out- 

Year 

standing 

9 

9 

— 

3 

3 

— 

1 

1 

— 

4 

3 

1 

2 

2 

— 

2 

1 

1 

3 

3 

— 

3 

3 

— 

3 

2 

1 

6 

6 

— 

3 

3 

— 

2 

2 

— 

4 

4 
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